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NEWS FROM YOUR REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT FOR LIFE 
 

 
News To Help You Save Time And Money February 2008 

How Important Is Packaging? 
A young man was getting ready to graduate from college.  For many months he’d admired 
a beautiful sports car in a dealer’s showroom, and knowing his father could well afford it, 
he told him that was all he wanted.  
 
On graduation morning, the young man’s father 
called him into his private study.  His father told him 
how proud he was to have such a fine son, and 
how much he loved him.  He handed his son a 
beautifully wrapped gift box.  Curious, but 
somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the 
box and found a lovely, leather-bound Bible, with 
his name embossed in gold on the cover.  “With all your money,” he said angrily, “you give 
me a Bible?”  He stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible behind.  
 
Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business.  He had a 
beautiful home and a wonderful family.  He thought of his father often, and how he hadn’t 
seen him since that graduation morning.  Then one day he received a telephone call telling 
him his father had passed away.  His father had willed all of his possessions to his son, 
and he was asked to come immediately and take care of things.  
 
When he arrived at his father’s house, sadness and regret filled his heart.  He began to 
search through his father’s important papers and saw the still-new Bible, just as he had left 

it years ago.  He opened the Bible and began to 
turn the pages.  As he did so, a car key dropped 
from the back of the Bible.  It had a tag with the 
dealer’s name, the same dealer with the sports 
car he’d desired.  On the tag was the date of his 
graduation, and the words Paid in Full.  
 
Are you missing out on blessings because 
you’re focused on how they’re wrapped? 
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On Valentine’s Day 
Valentine’s Day is February 14, and if romantic music is part of your plans, here’s a Top 12 
list of love songs spanning 80 years and the many moods of love: 
 
“Someone to Watch Over Me,” Rosemary Clooney 
“Night and Day,” Fred Astaire 
“Unchained Melody,” Righteous Brothers 
“First Time Ever I Saw Your Face,” Roberta Flack 
“Cherish,” The Association 
“Can’t Help Falling in Love with You,” Elvis Presley  
“Your Song,” Elton John 
“I Will Always Love You,” Dolly Parton 
“In Your Eyes,” Peter Gabriel 
“Just the Way You Are,” Billy Joel 
“We’ve Only Just Begun,” The Carpenters 
“Come Away with Me,” Nora Jones 

Email Etiquette 
The next time you compose an email, ask yourself these questions before you hit the Send 
button: 
 
1. Do I really need to send this email? 
 
2. Did I use an appropriate subject line? 
 
3. Did I get to my point quickly enough without sounding rude? 
 
4. Is my language as clear as it can be? 
 
5. Did I say too much and veer away from what’s 

really important? 
 
6. Did I get my facts straight? 
 
7. Did I use correct capitalization and grammar? 
 
8. Did I make a joke and is it appropriate?  Might it 

still fall flat when it lands on someone else’s 
screen? 

 
9. Did I check my spelling? 
 
10. Did I read what I wrote after I finished 

composing it? 

February Quiz 
Question 

Who was the first African-
American woman to receive a 
medical degree in the U.S.? 

January Quiz Answer  
 

Question:  Which human organ 
produces insulin?  
Answer:  Pancreas. 
Source:  www.cancerhelp.org.uk 
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How Many Kisses? 
Chocolate has been around for about 2,000 years, 
and in that time it’s become one of the most 
popular confections in the world.  In addition:  
• Chocolate is the best-selling candy by far for 

Valentine’s Day.  
• Cocoa was renamed theobroma, “food of the 

gods,” by Swedish scientist Carolus Linnaeus 
(1707–1778).  

• Chocolate contains about 300 different 
compounds. 

• Due to an ingredient called theobromine, 
chocolate can be lethal to dogs. 

• A bar of dark chocolate has less caffeine than a 
cup of coffee. 

• Over 20 million Hershey’s Kisses are produced every day. 
• Americans eat 100 pounds of chocolate every second. 

Celebrating Black History Month 
Did you know that Black History Month was originated in 1926 by Carter Godwin Woodson 
as Negro History Week, and then expanded to the full month of February in honor of 
Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, who were both born in that month? 
 
That’s just one of “101 Fast Facts” at http://www.biography.com/blackhistory.  Here are 
some other fascinating Fast Facts: 
 
Record Breakers: 
 
Music composer and producer Quincy Jones (1933- ) is the most Grammy-nominated 
artist in the history of the awards, with 76 nominations and 26 awards. 
 
Wilma Rudolph (1940-1994) was born the 20th of 22 children, and stricken with polio as a 
child.  She not only overcame polio but broke world records in three Olympic track events, 
and was the first American woman to win three gold medals at the Olympics (1960). 
 
Inventors: 
 
In 1872, Elijah McCoy (1843-1929) invented an automatic lubricator for oiling steam 
engines.  The term “the real McCoy” is believed to be a reference about the reliability of 
Elijah’s McCoy’s invention.  
 
Andrew Jackson Beard (1849-1921) invented the “Jenny Coupler” which allowed train cars 
to hook themselves together when they were bumped into one another.  The device is still 
used today. 

FREE! Home Seller’s  
Marketing Kit 

If you’re thinking of selling now or 
in the future, get your free Home 
Seller’s Marketing Kit.  This special 
kit has helped hundreds of sellers 
save tens of thousands of dollars 
and countless headaches (and 
lawsuits!).  The kit contains 
• Blank purchase contracts 
• Sample purchase contracts 
• Title insurance request forms 
• Termite inspection forms 
• Sources for signs 
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Little Known: 
 
Muhhamad Ali (1942- ) was named after his father, who was named after the 19th-century 
abolitionist and politician Cassius Marcellus Clay. 
 
Jockey Isaac Murphy (1861-1896) was the first to win three Derbys and the only jockey to 
win the Kentucky Derby, the Kentucky Oaks, and the Clark Handicap in the same year. 
 
Firsts: 
 
Matthew Henson (1867-1955) was part of the first successful U.S. expedition to the North 
Pole (1909). 
 
Charles H. Turner (1867-1923), a zoologist and educator, was the first person to discover 
that insects can hear. 
 
Visit http://www.biography.com/blackhistory for more Fast Facts, bios, photos, videos, and 
reasons to celebrate Black History Month. 

A Family That Eats Together… 
In these busy times, when something has to give, it’s often the family mealtime.  But family 
meals are a time of strengthening family ties, keeping track of your children’s lives, and 
can lead to better physical and mental health for your children.  Shared meals can offer 
 
Better communication – an opportunity to update each other on what’s going on with 
school, jobs and friends. 
 
Stronger family bond – the time together promotes a feeling of being needed and 
belonging. 
 
Shared learning – from table manners and social skills to family values and basic cooking 
skills. 
 
Improved nutrition at reduced cost – when families eat together the meals tend to be 
more nutritious; studies show that those who ate meals with families as adolescents were 
more likely to eat fruit, dark green and orange vegetables, 
and drink fewer soft drinks as young adults.  And shopping 
for family-sized meals can save money.  
 
Here are some tips for making family mealtime a pleasant 
and fun experience: 
 
• Make family meals a priority. 
 



5 

• Aim for four or more meals a week. 
 
• Be flexible about when and where you eat – at home, in a restaurant, in a park, near 

the playing field. 
 
• Cook it quick and eat it slow. 
 
• Respect each individual’s right to decide how much to eat. 
 
• Work toward happy, relaxing conversations. 
 
• Ask for family members’ menu suggestions, then shop for food and cook together, and 

clean up together. 
 
• Take telephone calls later. 
 
• Turn the TV off. 
 
• Keep a sense of humor and laugh a lot. 

Daffy Definitions 
If a “homonym” is a word with more than one meaning, do these words qualify? 
 
ARBITRATOR:  A cook who leaves Arby’s to work at McDonalds. 
AVOIDABLE:  What a bullfighter tries to do. 
BERNADETTE:  The act of torching a mortgage. 
BURGLARIZE:  What a crook sees with. 
CONTROL:  A short, ugly inmate. 
COUNTERFEITERS:  Workers who put together kitchen cabinets. 
ECLIPSE:  What a barber does for a living. 

EYEDROPPER:  A clumsy ophthalmologist. 
HEROES:  What a guy in a boat does. 
LEFTBANK:  What the robber did when his 
bag was full of money. 
MISTY:  How golfers create divots. 
PARADOX:  Two physicians. 
PARASITES:  What you see from the top of 
the Eiffel Tower. 

PHARMACIST:  A helper on the farm. 
POLARIZE:  What penguins see with. 
PRIMATE:  Removing your spouse from in front of the TV. 
RELIEF:  What trees do in the Spring. 
RUBBERNECK:  What you do to relax your wife. 
SELFISH:  What the owner of a seafood store does. 
SUDAFED:  A litigation brought against a government official. 
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What A Gift! 
How often do you say, “If only I had more 
time…”?  Well, in February, you do! 
 
2008 is a Leap Year, and that means 29 days 
in February instead of 28.  If you’re over 12 
you’ve been through enough Leap Years not to 
give them much thought, but do you know why 
Leap Years are a part of our lives? 
 
If you’re curious, you can spend a few minutes 
on the Internet learning about the whys and 
hows of Leap Year.  Better yet, why not spend 
few minutes planning how you’ll use this gift of 
extra time?  For instance… 
 
Have a Leap Day party.  February 29 is a 

Friday – what a great way to start your weekend! 
Turn off your cell phone and take a nap.  When was the last time you did that? 
Spend a few hours volunteering.  You’ll feel so good, you just might want to do it again. 
Spend time with a friend or family member you haven’t see for awhile.  Someone you 
said “I’ll be in touch” to, but somehow, just haven’t. 
Rent a video, read a book, get a massage, whatever you wish you “only had more time” 
to do. 
 
Make the most of this gift of extra time – the next Leap Year isn’t until 2012. 

The Power Of Words 
A policeman watched the car go zooming by and run right through a four-way stop sign.  In 
response, the policeman turned on his lights and pulled the motorist over.  As the 
policeman began to write the ticket, the motorist protested.  “What are you doing?” he said.  
“You can’t give me a ticket for that!”  
 
“Why not?” the officer asked.   
 
“It’s true, I didn’t stop,” the motorist admitted.  “But I did slow down – and that’s almost the 
same.”  
 
“But you didn’t stop,” the officer said.  “And the sign clearly says ‘STOP.’” 
 
“But it was clear.  Nothing was coming,” the motorist replied.  
 
As the motorist continued arguing, the officer glanced up from his writing.  “Do you want 
me to slow down,” he asked, “or STOP?”  

See An Interesting 
Home? 

No need to wonder about the price.  
No need to call a high-pressure sales 

agent who will just make you feel 
obligated.  My computers can send 

you the information quickly and easily 
for any house, listed or sold,  

anywhere in town. 
Just ask me!  It’s all part of my free, 
no-obligation HomeFinder Service. 
Leave the address on my voicemail, 
anytime, 24 hours a day, and I’ll fax, 

mail or email all the information to you 
on that listing within 24 hours. 




